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The wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle was held on 
19 May 2018 in St George's Chapel at 
Windsor Castle 


"Sve dewey wtero deve si 


pl ae ay 
ROYAL WEDDING 
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We decided to walk The Cumbria Way so on 19th May 2018 we set off to attempt it, walking for 5 days with one 
day of rest . It is 80 miles, so some days were as much as 17 miles which was considerably more than our previous 
walking maximum distance. We arranged trains to the starting point at Ulverston and from the eventual finishing 
point at Carlisle. Our luggage was transported by a courier company from place to place and all our overnight stops 
were also arranged. Lynn was not sure whether this would be a “holiday from hell” but other than a ‘hairy’ steep 
descent she really loved every minute of it. The organisation and information provided was great. Starting from a 
common point at Ulverston we met several groups of walkers who were undertaking this Long Distance Path and 
as we all walked at a different pace and also were staying at different locations we often met over the 6 days in 
various wild places and were delighted to meet again. The overnight stays varied from private small B&B bunga- 
lows to guest houses, hotels in remote locations and even a sumptuous rectory with fine art and magnificent gar- 
dens. Breakfasts were fantastic and the scenery and walks were stunning. Added to this, the weather was totally 
perfect and Lynn and | have never experienced such a great and rewarding time doing something that neither of us 
realised would be so memorable rer 


Ulverston is a market town 
in the centre of the Furness 
peninsula, with old build- 
ings and a labyrinth of cob- 
bled streets, and is the start 
of the 70 mile Cumbrian 
Way. 
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Our first night’s stop in Ulverston with the Royal 


wedding balloons. We enjoyed drinks in the garden 


The Ulverston Canal is claimed to be the 
deepest, widest and straightest canal in 
the UK. It is entirely straight and on a 
single level. The canal was completed in 
1796, in order to provide the town of 


Ulverston, one and a half miles from the 
coast at Morecambe Bay, with a port. At 
15 feet (4.6 m) deep and 66 feet (20 m) 
wide, it was intended to take very large 
ships The Ulverston Canal was once the 
starting-point for steamers to Liverpool, 
passenger ships to Scotland and London 


There are currently proposals to bring it 
back to life as part of a town regenera- 
tion scheme. 


In the days before the construction of 
the Furness Railway, Furness was cut 
= off by the mountainous Lake District on 
7 its only landward side; the region was 


It is the birthplace of Stan 
Laurel, and home to the | 
world’s only Laurel & Hardy 
Museum 


_ A thriving maritime community 
developed when the Canal was 
constructed in 1796. Ships from 

Ulverston exported copper, slate 
and linens around the World. 
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Sir John Barrow, a founder member of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, and an intrepid explorer, is hon- 
oured by Ulverston’s famous landmark, the Hoad 
Monument on Hoad Hill. The monument is a copy of 
the Eddystone Lighthouse, 


A delightful sleepy Shetland pony 


A beautiful green valley start from Ulver- 
ston changed from the fertile valley to 
bleak fells with distant views towards Con- 
iston water. It was approx. 17 miles 
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The path rising above the 
farm at Tottlebank 


Beacon Tarn ahead of us, 


where we stopped for 


tea and sandwiches 


The descent into Tottlebank was endless and the valley was boggy and really 


Photo Hist , 
se alia bleak with Beacon Tarn in the distance. Until we arrived there we hadn't 


seen a soul all day 


We felt elated when Coniston Water could be seen in the distance 
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A whoop of delight when we saw , y 4 ~~, 
Coniston Water in the distance 
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The path passed the bleak forbidding 16th 
century Coniston Hall with its enormous 
thick walls and massive chimneys 


It was getting late as we got to the shore of Con- 
iston Water and we had no idea how large the 
lake was. As a courtesy we called our overnight 
stop at Orchard Cottage only to be told we still 
had a long walk before we would arrive 


So Jean & Dave our hosts went out for an 


Indian and when we arrived two hours 
later in the village we were greeted with 
shouts and waves from The Indian restau- 
rant. Apparently they were waiting for us 
to cross the bridge and we exhaustedly 
flopped into the restaurant and had a fan- 
tastic tandoori and mango lassi 


. they laughed 


when we said we 
were glad it was 
a bungalow be- 


cause we were 


too tired to climb 


stairs!! 
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Coniston was a de- 
lightful small town of 
just over 1000 inhabit- 
ants and the lake was 
the scene where Sir 
Donald Campbell lost 
his life attempting to 
break the Water Speed 
record of 300MPH 
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The woodland paths were carpeted with dense bluebell s 


and the pungent wild garlic was also in full bloom 


The Coniston to Great Langdale walk was approx. 


12 miles and went through woodland and valley 


paths and via this pub at Elterwater. It took us 


around 8 hours walking 
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We walked 
round Tarn 
Hows which 
was beautiful 
but we found it 
crowded as _ it 
was_ accessible 
by road and it 
was great to 
get back on the 


= quiet tracks 
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Elterwater was a lovely 
setting for a short break 


Wild garlic was every- 
where and had a very 
distinctive aroma 


The New 
Dungeon Gyhll 
Hotel was in a 
lovely setting, 
but it was a 
very long and 
sometimes 

bleak walk to 
get there 


Day 4 ..Great Langdale to Keswick was a long slog of around 17 miles and 
nero ieee was a steep and hard ascent and descent after this long and easy valley 


path. After the climb there was a very remote valley path 


Our starting point was in the valley in the far dis- 


tance and after this point the paths divided and we 


had a really steep long climb 
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This was the start of the ascent to 
Stake Pass. It was well defined 
but tough going (we had been 


warned) It takes its name from 


the wooden stakes that used to 
mark it. 


What a great feeling when we made it to the cairn 
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The zig-zag descent was made more stressful due to the dry weather causing the small stones on the path to allow no 
traction so we really enjoyed our lunch stop under the lonesome tree after an extremely long and barren valley path 
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A wonderful pub at Stonethwaite was a bit off track but we en- 


Photo Histary joyed a drink there and met some great fellow travellers again 


The sound of the beck with 
ice cold water rushing over 


the rocks was too great to 
miss. Shoes and socks off 
and we relished the sooth- 
ing water on our ‘steaming’ 
feet......Still a long way to go 
but we made Keswick even- 
tually and had a great wel- 
come at our overnight stop 
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Totally amazing...as we passed the YH we 
hears a shout and friends we had met along 
the route invited us in for tea.. 


We rested for a day at Keswick and enjoyed the great weather, tak- 
ing a launch round the lake, stopping at The Lingholm Estate for a 
lunch on the terrace. Our B&B was really friendly , run by a super 


couple. 


Refreshed we set off after a mammoth breakfast and climbed The 
Lonsdale fell to Skiddaw House which is the remotest Youth Hostel in 
the UK. 
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The Cumbria Way divided at Skiddaw House 
and we opted for the Western Route which 
was longer but fantastic 


We walked 17 miles approx. through Our lunch stop was on 


Longlands Fell and Fell Side a hill meadow, filled 
with meadow flowers 


and boy did that tea 
taste fantastic 
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This cute kitten adopted us 
along a country lane 


The rectory at the delightful village 
of Caldbeck where we spent the 
night 


The final walk day was from Caldbeck to Carlisle. The going got easier as we 


Photo History neared Carlisle and was around 16 miles. We stayed overnight in Carlisle 


and then got the train back to London 
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Our planned walk . The Cumbria Way 19th —26th May 2018 
South to North. (Ulverston to Carlisle) 


80 miles approx 


CUMBRIA WAY 


Ulverston to Carlisle 
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